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§1503.611

§1503.611 Answer.

(a) Filing. A respondent must file a
written answer to the complaint in ac-
cordance with §1503.429, or may file a
written motion pursuant to
§1503.629()(1)-(4) instead of filing an
answer, not later than 30 days after
service of the complaint. Subject to
paragraph (c) of this section, the an-
swer may be in the form of a letter, but
must be dated and signed by the person
responding to the complaint. An an-
swer may be typewritten or may be
legibly handwritten. The person filing
an answer should suggest a location for
the hearing when filing the answer.

(b) Contents. An answer must specifi-
cally state any affirmative defense
that the respondent intends to assert
at the hearing. A person filing an an-
swer may include a brief statement of
any relief requested in the answer.

(c) Specific denial of allegations re-
quired. A person filing an answer must
admit, deny, or state that the person is
without sufficient knowledge or infor-
mation to admit or deny, each num-
bered paragraph of the complaint. Any
statement or allegation contained in
the complaint that is not specifically
denied in the answer may be deemed an
admission of the truth of that allega-
tion. A general denial of the complaint
is deemed a failure to file an answer.

(d) Failure to file answer. A person’s
failure to file an answer without good
cause, as determined by the ALJ, will
be deemed an admission of the truth of
each allegation contained in the com-
plaint.

§1503.613 Consolidation and separa-
tion of cases.

(a) Consolidation. If two or more ac-
tions involve common questions of law
or fact, the Chief Administrative Law
Judge may do the following:

(1) Order a joint hearing or trial on
any or all such questions.

(2) Order the consolidation of such
actions.

(3) Otherwise make such orders con-
cerning the proceedings as may tend to
avoid unnecessary costs or delay.

(b) Consolidation shall not affect the
applicability of this part. Consolidation
of two or more actions that individ-
ually meet the jurisdictional amounts
set forth in §1503.601(a)(2) shall not
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cause the resulting consolidated action
to come under the exclusive jurisdic-
tion of the district courts of the United
States as specified in 49 U.S.C.
46301(d)(4)(A).

(c) Separate trials. The Chief Adminis-
trative Law Judge, in furtherance of
convenience or to avoid prejudice, or
when separate trials will be conducive
to expedition and economy, may order
a separate trial of any claim, or of any
separate issue, or any number of claims
or issues.

§1503.615 Notice of hearing.

(a) Notice. The ALJ must give each
party at least 60 days notice of the
date, time, and location of the hearing.
With the consent of the ALJ, the par-
ties may agree to hold the hearing on
an earlier date than the date specified
in the notice of hearing.

(b) Date, time, and location of the hear-
ing. The ALJ to whom the proceedings
have been assigned must set a reason-
able date, time, and location for the
hearing. The ALJ must consider the
need for discovery and any joint proce-
dural or discovery schedule submitted
by the parties when determining the
hearing date. The ALJ must give due
regard to the convenience of the par-
ties, the location where the majority of
the witnesses reside or work, and
whether the location is served by a
scheduled air carrier.

§1503.617 Extension of time.

(a) Oral requests. The parties may
agree to extend for a reasonable period
the time for filing a document under
this subpart. If the parties agree, the
ALJ must grant one extension of time
to each party. The party seeking the
extension of time must submit a draft
order to the ALJ to be signed by the
ALJ and filed with the Enforcement
Docket Clerk. The ALJ may grant ad-
ditional oral requests for an extension
of time where the parties agree to the
extension.

(b) Written motion. A party must file a
written motion for an extension of
time not later than 7 days before the
document is due unless the party shows
good cause for the late filing. The ALJ
may grant the extension of time if the
party shows good cause.
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